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December 12, 2007 
 
Mr. Young Park 
Fountainhead Palace, LP 
3636 Birch Street, Suite 270 
Newport Beach, California 92660 
 
Re: Phase II Limited Subsurface Investigation Report 

Former Gas Station 
15901 Main Street 
Hesperia, California 92345 
Project No.: 07-54108.3 
 

Dear Mr. Park: 
 
LandAmerica Assessment Corporation (LAC) is presenting the results from a Phase II Limited 
Subsurface Investigation (Phase II) performed at a former gas station located at 15901 Main Street, 
Hesperia, California (property).  The Phase II investigation was performed to determine the potential for a 
release of hydraulic fluid to soil at the property from two underground hydraulic vehicle repair lifts.  This 
investigation was performed in accordance with LAC’s proposal dated November 26, 2007.  This report 
is intended for the sole use and benefit of Fountainhead Palace, LP and may not be relied upon by any 
other part without express permission of LandAmerica Assessment Corporation.  
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this investigation was to assess recognized environmental conditions (RECs) identified in 
the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA).  The information provided in this report describes the 
work performed and provides documentation of the data and evaluation that constitutes the factual 
findings of the investigation.   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In October 2007, LAC performed a Phase I ESA of the property utilizing generally accepted ESA 
industry standards in accordance with ASTM E 1527-05 for Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Process.  The Phase I ESA is described in a report prepared by LAC dated October 16, 2007. 
 
The property consists of a rectangular-shaped parcel approximately 1.65 acres in size. Currently, the property 
is developed with three small structures that were constructed in 1957, 1967 and 1980. The northern frontage 
of the property is used as a used-car sales lot with a small maintenance garage and office building.  The 
southeastern area is vacant, with asphalt pavement and a small building.  The southwestern portion of the 
property consists of gravel surface area with a portable office trailer.  Figure 1 is a Topographic Map of 
the property and surrounding area. 
 
A gas station with two 5,000-gallon underground storage tanks (USTs) and one 8,000-gallon UST 
occupied the property until 1998.  These USTs were removed from the property in 1998.  Soil samples 
were collected from beneath the USTs, piping and dispensers, and from the soil stockpiles for analytical 
testing under a local agency permit.  No further action for the USTs was required.   



 

PHASE II LIMITED SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION 2 LAC PROJECT NO. 07-54108.3 

However, two abandoned underground hydraulic lifts remained at the property.  One was located inside 
the former gas station building and the second was located near a portable office trailer.  The underground 
lifts were identified as RECs and LAC recommended their removal and a limited subsurface investigation 
of the soil in the area of the lifts in order to evaluate if the hydraulic fluids from the lifts have impacted 
soil at the property.  The client subsequently hired a contractor to remove the lifts and requested LAC to 
collect soil samples for laboratory analysis during removal excavation.  This report summarizes the lift 
removal and soil sampling activities. 
 
UTILITY LOCATING 
 
Prior to initiating the field activities, California law requires that, at least 72 hours prior to the initiation of 
any subsurface work (drilling, backhoe operation, etc.), a utility inspection be performed at the property.  
This inspection consists of the marking of underground utility locations by authorized utility locating 
personnel.  The utility inspection was performed prior to the excavation activities.  The hydraulic lifts 
were removed by a general contractor (Mr. Art Leon), who was employed by Fountainhead Palace, LP.  
Mr. Leon notified the utility locator service prior to excavation for removal of the hydraulic lifts. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY PLAN 
 
LAC developed a Health and Safety Plan that was specific to the property.  The development of this plan 
is required by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) under Hazardous Waste 
Operations & Emergency Response 29 CFR 1910.120.  The site Health and Safety Plan was designed to 
reduce the risk of physical or chemical exposures that may affect on-site workers in the proposed work 
area.  The site Health and Safety Plan includes information about chemicals expected on the property, 
health and safety procedures for working on-site, and emergency response procedures.  The Health and 
Safety Plan is on file at LAC’s office. 
 
SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION 
 
Soil Sampling 
 
The lift removal and Phase II Limited Subsurface Investigation was conducted on December 5, 2007.  
When LAC arrived at the property, the two underground hydraulic lifts were being removed with a 
backhoe.  The removed hydraulic lifts did not exhibit evidence of leaking fluid.  Photographs of the 
excavation and removed equipment are provided in Appendix I. 
 
The excavated soil was Quaternary alluvial fan deposits derived from the nearby granitic San Bernardino 
Mountains, consisting of poorly-sorted, light yellow brown silty sand with a small amount of gravel and 
cobbles.  The excavated soil did not have any visual or odor indicating contamination except for a small 
amount near the surface in the garage hydraulic lift.  A small amount of soil taken from the upper three 
feet adjacent to the hydraulic lift in the garage was observed to have an oily stain that appeared very old.  
The impacted soil was separated from the remaining excavated soil for appropriate disposal along with 
the removed hydraulic lift.  The volume of the excavated soil separated due to oil staining was 
approximately one cubic yard.  The remaining soil was used to backfill the excavations. 
 
Following removal of the lifts, soil samples HLSW and HL-GAR were collected by LAC from the bottom 
of the excavated areas at a depth of approximately eight feet below ground surface.  Sample HLSW was 
collected from the lift excavation near the southwestern corner of the property and sample HL-GAR was 
collected from the lift excavation within the garage.  The former hydraulic lift locations and sampling 
locations are illustrated on Figure 2.   
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Laboratory Analytical Results 
 
The soil samples were placed in laboratory-supplied jars, stored in a cooler with ice immediately after 
sampling, and transported under chain of custody to Associated Laboratories, Orange, California, a 
laboratory certified for the prescribed analyses by California Department of Health Services.  The two soil 
samples were analyzed for PCBs by EPA Method 8082 and for poly-nuclear aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAH) by EPA Method 8310. The laboratory analytical report indicated that no contaminants were 
detected in the soil samples.  The laboratory analytical report and chain-of-custody forms are included in 
the Appendix II. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The following conclusions are based on the results of a limited subsurface investigation performed at the 
at a former gas station located at 15901 Main Street, Hesperia, California in accordance with LAC’s 
proposal dated November 26, 2007.  This limited investigation was intended to assess RECs identified in 
the Phase I ESA.  This report was prepared for Fountainhead Palace, LP in accordance with an approved 
agreement governing the nature, scope, extent and purpose of the work as well as other matters critical to 
the engagement. This report and the testing results obtained are for the personal use of the client only.  
 
A small quantity of stained soil was removed from the upper three feet of soil adjacent to the lift that was 
removed from the garage.  However, there were no indicators of impact in soil deeper than three feet in 
this area, and there were no contaminants in the soil sample that was collected at the approximate bottom 
of the lift.  Therefore, LAC concludes that the limited impact around this lift has been removed and is not 
a concern.  Also, there were no indicators of impact in soil adjacent to the lift located near the portable 
office trailer and no contaminants were detected in the soil sample that was collected at the approximate 
bottom of this lift.   
 
LAC recommends no further investigation related to the RECs identified at the property.  If you have any 
questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
LANDAMERICA ASSESSMENT CORPORATION 

  
 
Gary J. Halbert, CA PG No. 4189 John T. Burkart 
Professional Associate  Director of Environmental Services 
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FIGURE 1 
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP 

Source:  USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Map Hesperia, 
CA Quadrangle 1981 N  
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FIGURE 2 
SAMPLE LOCATION MAP 

DRAWING NOT TO SCALE N  

 Site Name: Former Gas Station & Office Bldg.
 15887 Main Street 
 Hesperia, CA 92345 

Project Number: 07-54108.2 

 

HESPERIA PROFESSIONAL CENTER          
(15888 Main Street) 

ROSE PLAZA 
(15885 Main Street) 

FURNITURE 
STORE 

VACANT LAND 

CHEVRON 
STATION 

(15933 Main 
Street) 

CHARACTE
R BAR & 

GRILL (9571 
7th Avenue) 

MAIN STREET 

7TH
A

V
E

N
U

E
WALNUT STREET 

 X 

X 

Canopy

HL-GAR and 
former lift location 

Office 
Garage

Portable 
Office 

Building

HSLW and former 
lift location 



 

PHASE II LIMITED SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION  LAC PROJECT NO. 07-54108.3 

APPENDICES 
 



 

PHASE II LIMITED SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION  LAC PROJECT NO. 07-54108.3 

APPENDIX I 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Photograph Number 1: View south of the Garage & Canopy at the Site taken from north across 
Main St. 

 

Photograph Number 2: Garage interior before removal of hydraulic lift (center of photo) 
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Photograph Number 3: Garage building following removal of hydraulic lift 

Photograph Number 4: Hydraulic lift removal excavation in Garage 
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Photograph Number 5: Hydraulic lift cylinder removed from garage  

 

Photograph Number 6: View west of buildings on the southern portion of the Site.  Hydraulic lift is 
behind portable office in the background, southwestern corner of Site. 
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Photograph Number 7: Below-ground hydraulic lift next to the portable building in SW corner 
before removal 

Photograph Number 8: Hydraulic lift removal excavation behind portable building in SW corner. 
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Photograph Number 9: Hydraulic left cylinder in southwest corner after removal 
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APPENDIX II 
 

LABORATORY ANALYTICAL REPORT 


















